FAILURE OF
SCHOHARIE CREEK
BRIDGE, NEW YORK
Schoharie Creek Bridge
failed in 1987 due to
undermining of the
shallow foundations of its
piers by a near-record
spring flood. Over the
bridge's 33-year life, the
originally meager rip rap
protection of the piers
was gradually dispersed.
No effective periodic
assessment was made to
warn of the deterioration
of the rip rap, on the
basis of which remedial
measures could have
been taken. Current
condition assessments,
using both visual and
mechanical nondestructive
evaluation methods, are
meant to provide data for
deciding on effective
maintenance,
rehabilitation, and
replacement actions.
Research on assessment
methods could enhance
timelines and availability
of information for
decision making.
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